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(54) REGENERATIVE CONTROL METHOD FOR CONTINUOUS REGENERATIVE DIESEL 
PARTICULATE FILTER DEVICE 



(57) A regeneration control method for regenerating 
a continuously regenerating diesel particulate filter de- 
vice (1) capable of regenerating a filter (4) by efficiently 
removing PM while suppressing the deterioration of fuel 
consumption and preventing a drivability from being de- 
teriorated, wherein the clogged-state of the filter (4) is 
judged in three ormorephases of the clogged-state and, 
when the clogged-state of the filter (4) reaches a spec- 
ified phase, a specified regenerating mode operation set 
in correspondence with the reached phase is per- 
formed. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 



[0001] The present invention concerns a regeneration 
control method for continuously regenerating diesel par- 
ticulate filter device provided with a fiiter r which purifies 
the exhaust gas by collecting particulate matter of the 
diesel engine. 

Detailed Description of the Prior Art 

[0002] The exhaust gas quantity of particulate matter 
(PM: particulate matter referred to as PM hereinafter) 
exhausted from the diesel engine is regulated strictly 
year by year with NOx, CO, HC and so on. Technologies 
for reducing the quantity of PM discharged outside, by 
collecting this PM with a filter called "diesel particulate 
filter" (DPF: Diesel Particulate Filter; referred to as DPF 
hereinafter) are developed. 

[0003] The DPF for collecting PM includes a monolith 
honeycomb wali flow type filter made of ceramic, fiber 
type filter made of ceramic or metal fiber, and so on. The 
exhaust gas purifier using these DPFs is installed in the 
middle of the engine exhaust pipe, similarly to the other 
exhaust gas purifiers, for purifying exhaust gas gener- 
ated by the engine. 

[0004] However, in this DPF for collecting PM ( clog- 
ging progresses along with the collection of PM and the 
exhaust gas pressure (discharge pressure) along with 
the increase of the quantity of collected PM, requiring to 
remove PM from this DPF; hence, several methods and 
apparatuses are being developed. 
[0005] For these apparatuses, those of a system for 
installing two (2) circuits of exhaust passage, each pro- 
vided with a DPF, and for collecting PM and burning the 
collected PM to regenerate the filter alternately, also 
those of the continuously regenerating system for form- 
ing an exhaust passage with a single circuit, andforper- 
forming the treatment operation for filter regeneration to 
oxidize and remove the collected PM, all the way col- 
lecting PM by a DPF installed in this exhaust passage, 
are proposed. 

[0006] The apparatus of this continuously regenerat- 
ing system, described above, includes a continuously 
regenerating type DPF device provided with an oxida- 
tion cataiyst upstream the DPF, called CRT (Continu- 
ously regenerating trap), a continuously regenerating 
type DPF device for reducing the combustion tempera- 
ture of PM by the effect of a catalyst carried by the filter, 
called CSF (Catalyzed Soot Filter) to oxidize and re- 
move PM by the exhaust gas, and so on. 
[0007] As shown in Fig.10, the continuously regener- 
ating type DPF device 20A called CRT, utilizes the fact 
that PM is oxidized by nitrogen dioxide at lower temper- 
ature rather than the case where PM is oxidized by ox- 



EP 1 400 663 A1 



ygen (0 2 ) in the exhaust gas G, and is composed of an 
oxidation catalyst 21A and a filter 22A. Nitrogen mon- 
oxide (NO) in the exhaust gas G is oxidized Into nitrogen 
dioxide (N0 2 ) by the upstream side oxidation catalyst 
5 21 A carrying platinum or the like, and PM colleted by 
the downstream side filter 22A is oxidized., by this nitro- 
gen dioxide (N0 2 ), into carbon monoxide (C0 2 ), for re- 
moving PM. 

[0006] Also, as shown in Fig.1 1 , the continuously re- 
10 generating type DPF device 20B called CSF is com- 
posed of a filter 22B with catalysis which has a catalyst 
such as cerium oxide (Ce0 2 ). Moreover, in the area of 
the lower temperature (300 °C to 600 »C), mainly, PM 
is oxidized through a reaction (4Ce0 2 + C 2Ce 2 0 3 + 
15 Co 2l 2Ce20 3 + O z -> 4Ce0 2 and so on). Besides, in the 
area of the higher temperature (not less than 600 °C), 
PM is oxidized by oxygen (O^ in the exhaust gas G. 
[0009] However, for these continuously regenerating 
type DPF devices as well, in case of lower exhaust tern- 
2 ° perature or during an operation state with a low quantity 
of nitrogen monoxide (NO) emission, the aforemen- 
tioned reaction for PM oxidation and removal does not 
occur due to the lowered catalyst activity followed by the 
lowered catalyst temperature, or lack of nitrogen mon- 
25 oxide (NO). Accordingly the filter cannot be regenerated 
and PM continues to buiid up in the filter, resulting in 
filter clogging. 

[0010] Consequently, in these continuously regener- 
ating type DPF devices, a regeneration control is per- 
30 formed for estimating the quantity of the collected PM 
in case of regenerating the filter, and for oxidizing and 
removing PM caught in the filter through a forced eleva- 
tion of exhaust temperature or increase of the quantity 
of nitrogen monoxide (NO) emission, by changing the 
33 engine operation state to the regenerating mode oper- 
ation, in case where this estimated quantity of the col- 
lected PM exceeds a predetermined value. 
[0011] Then, In the conventional continuously regen- 
erating type DPF device, a regeneration control judges 
40 when to start the regenerating mode operation, in case 
where the estimated quantity of the collected PM ex- 
ceeds a predetermined judgment value by clogging the 
filter the device performs the regeneration control to 
switch to the regenerating mode operation regardless 
& of engine operation state at the time of the judgment. 
[0012] In this regenerating mode operation, because 
it is necessary to heat an oxidation catalyst or filter with 
catalysis to a temperature not less than the predeter- 
mined temperature for activation of the catalyst of the 
so oxidation catalyst or filter with catalysis, it is so com- 
posed to maintain the catalyst temperature not less than 
the activation temperature by heating it up with the ex- 
haust gas. 

[0013] For instance, if a regenerating mode operation 
5 5 including a post-injection is performed, as this post-in- 
jected fuel gets burned in a down stroke of the piston, 
the contribution to the engine output is low, while the 
contribution to heating up the exhaust is high, which is 
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effective for heating up the exhaust. 
[0014] However in this post-injection, the whole of the 
injected fuel cannot complete the combustion entirely in 
a cylinder, but a part thereof is emitted into the exhaust 
passage as unburned HC or CO. At this moment, if the s 
catalyst temperature becomes not less than the activa- 
tion temperature, these unburned HC or CO is oxidized 
by the catalyst and contributes to heating up the ex- 
haust. However in case where it has not become not 
less than the activation temperature, the unburned HC 10 
or CO will be emitted as they are without contributing to 
heating up the exhaust. However causing a pollution. 
Moreover, the filter regeneration becomes insufficient. 
[0015] On the other hand, since the engine operation 
states is In various state, at the time when it is judged is 
to start the regenerating mode operation, it is necessary 
to raise the exhaust gas temperature to not less than a 
fixed temperature, during the regenerating mode oper- 
ation. So, when the exhaust temperature is low as in 
case of low speed operation, low load operation, and so 20 
on, an operation to heat up the exhaust gas Is performed 
to coercively raise the exhaust gas temperature. 
[0016] For instance, in the Idling operation, low speed 
operation or engine break functioning operation on the 
downhill etc, the fuel is burned scarcely, and exhaust 25 
gas at lower temperature flows into the continuously re- 
generating type DPF device, thus the catalyst tempera- 
ture and the catalyst activity will be lowered. 
[0017] Especially, In case of using a vehicle having a 
continuously regeneration type DPF device on board is 30 
used for door-to-door delivery service or the like domi- 
nated by the urban area traveling, the engine is often 
operated with a low exhaust gas temperature, thus in 
the regenerating mode operation, it is often necessary 
to perform the control for heating up the exhaust to raise 35 
the exhaust gas temperature. 

[0018] Then, in the conventional control method for 
heating up the exhaust gas, as only a single kind of con- 
trol for heating up the exhaust gas composed by com- 
bining several of, preset, injection timing retard (delay) *o 
of fuel injection, post-Injection, admission throttling, ex- 
haust throttling, EGR, load increase by driving an aux- 
iliary, heating up the exhaust gas by a heating means 
such as electric heater, burner or the like, and so on, is 
performed. Therefore the operation for heating up the 45 
exhaust gas turns up to be executed by this single kind 
of control for heating up the exhaust gas, independently 
on the catalyst temperature of that time, if the exhaust 
gas temperature, catalyst temperature or others are not 
more than a predetermined temperature. so 
[0019] However, since the control for heating up the 
exhaust gas provided only in this single kind, is com- 
posed to securely heat up an exhaust gas of the sup- 
posed lowest temperature, this control for heating up the 
exhaust gas performs the operation for raising temper- 55 
ature, which is far from the operation state of idling op- 
eration or low speed operation etc. 
[0020] Consequently, this control for heating up the 



exhaust gas for coercively raising the exhaust gas tem- 
perature provokes the problem of deteriorated fuel con- 
sumption, because heat energy supplied from the fuel 
or the exterior is consumed unnecessarily for heating 
up the exhaust gas, or unnecessary equipment is driv- 
en. Further, there is a problem of deterioration of driva- 
bility, because engine output variation is provoked by 
this control for heating up the exhaust, when it is 
changed over to the regenerating mode operation dur- 
ing the driving. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0021] The present invention is devised in order to 
solve the aforementioned problems. The objective of the 
present invention is to provide a regeneration control 
method for the continuously regenerating dlesel partic- 
ulate filter device allowing to regenerate the filter by re- 
moving PM efficiently. It limits the deterioration in fuel 
consumption and at the same time prevents the driva- 
bility from deteriorating, by selecting an appropriate con- 
trol for heating up the exhaust among control for heating 
up the exhaust gas prepared in a plurality of kinds, and 
by shifting to a regenerating mode operation involving 
this control for heating up the exhaust gas, in an appro- 
priate period for the regeneration treatment, even if the 
phase of clogging is on the middle order, through the 
observation of the state where PM is collected and ex- 
haust temperature or catalyst temperature simultane- 
ously, in a continuously regenerating diesel particulate 
filter device. 

[0022] In order to achieve the aforementioned object, 
the regeneration control method for continuously regen- 
erating diesel particulate filter (DPF) device is com- 
posed as follow. 

1 ) A regeneration control method for the regenera- 
tion of the filter in a continuously regenerating diesel 
particulate filter device comprising a filter, for col- 
lecting particulate matter In the engine exhaust gas 
by the filter and at the same time oxidizing and re- 
moving collected particulate matter, wherein the 
clogged-state of the filter is judged by classifying in 
three or more phases of clogged-state and, a spe- 
cific regenerating mode operation set in corre- 
spondence with the reached phase is performed 
when the clogged-state of the filter reaches a spec- 
ified phase. 

In other words, even in a specified phase of 
clogging where particulate matter builds up some- 
what in the filter, a preset regenerating mode oper- 
ation is performed for filter regeneration treatment, 
when the oxidation catalyst is warm or otherwise the 
filter can be regenerated efficiently. 

The judgment of this clogged-filter-phase can 
be performed by the difference of discharge pres- 
sure of the front and the back of the filter, compari- 
son of pressure ratio and a specified judgment val- 
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ue, and so on. Also, it can be performed by calcu- 
lating the difference between the quantity of partic- 
ulate matter (PM) emitted from the engine operation 
state and the quantity of particulate matter oxidized 
and removed, estimating the quantity of particulate 5 
matter to build up in the filter from this difference, 
and comparing this accumulated quantity and the 
specified judgment value. 

Also, this specified regenerating mode opera- 
tion is an operation for executing a control for heat- 10 
ing up the exhaust gas to coercively raise the ex- 
haust gas temperature, In order to oxidize and re- 
move the particulate matter collected by the filter. 
There, this control for heating up the exhaust gas 
can be composed by combining at least one, or, is 
several of the following methods retard of main In- 
jection timing after fuel injection, after injection 
(post-injectfon), intake throttling, exhaust throttling, 
EGR, load increase by driving an auxiliary, and 
heating up the exhaust gas by a heating means. 20 

According to this composition, the judgment of 
the clogged-filter-state concerning the filter regen- 
eration control is not performed by a single judg- 
ment value, but by a plurality of judgment values, 
and when the clogged-state of the filter reaches a 25 
specified phase in three or more phases of phase 
of clogging, a specific regenerating mode operation 
set in correspondence with the reached phase is 
performed and consequently, the filter can be re- 
generated by the most appropriate specified regen- 30 
erating mode operation set in correspondence with 
this reached phase of clogging. 

Furthermore, even when the final phase of 
clogging is not reached, in a phase of clogging with 
margin before a complete clogging of the filter, or at 3s 
least one of specified phases of clogging, the re- 
generation treatment is performed if the regenera- 
tion treatment can be performed efficiently, improv- 
ing thereby the efficiency of the regeneration treat- 
ment and, also, the fuel consumption. 40 

In this phase before reaching the final clogged- 
state, as the regeneration treatment may be per- 
formed only when the regeneration treatment can 
be performed efficiently, a regenerating mode oper- 
ation that can limit the retard of fuel injection of the 45 
increase of load to the minimum, and lower the de- 
terioration in fuel consumption and drivability. 

Hence, as the burden concerning the filter re- 
generation can be mitigated by reducing the load of 
regeneration in the engine operation and, at the 50 
same time s the frequency of coercive regeneration 
provoking a large rise of temperature can be re- 
duced, whereby, the deterioration in fuel consump- 
tion or the deterioration in drivability resulting from 
the regeneration operation can be avoided. 55 
2) Then, the aforementioned regeneration control 
method for continuously regenerating diesel partic- 
ulate filter device, in at least one specified phase of 



clogging among the specified phases of clogging 
composed to perform a regenerating mode opera- 
tion set in correspondence with the specified phase 
of clogging, only when the index temperature for re- 
generation control is not less than a specified judg- 
ment value. 

In other words, even in a specified phase of 
clogging where particulate matter builds up some- 
what in the filter, a preset regenerating mode oper- 
ation is performed for filter regeneration treatment, 
when the Index temperature for regeneration con- 
trol of the oxidation catalyst and so on is not less 
than a specified judgment value, the oxidation cat- 
alyst and so on are warm, and the filter can be re- 
generated efficiently. 

This index temperature for regeneration control 
is a temperature to be used for regeneration control, 
or a temperature to be used forjudging if a catalyst 
is the active area or not. As this temperature, any 
one of or combination of temperatures such as cat- 
alyst temperature, filter temperature, catalyst outlet 
exhaust temperature, fitter inlet exhaust tempera- 
ture and so on can be used. Besides, as this index 
temperature for regeneration control, the detection 
value of a temperature sensor arranged in respec- 
tive part may be used; however, various tempera- 
tures estimated or calculated from values indicating 
the engine operation state such as engine rpm, 
load, and so on and previously input map data and 
so on may also be used. 

There, as regenerating mode operation used in 
this case, a regenerating mode operation that can 
avoid the deterioration in fuel consumption or driv- 
ability, such as regenerating mode operation limit- 
ing the retard of fuel injection or the Increase of load 
to the minimum, or the like can be set. 

According to this composition, the regeneration 
treatment can be performed efficiently, because a 
judgment by the index temperature for regeneration 
control such as catalyst temperature is added, in a 
specified phase of clogging, the regenerating mode 
operation is performed only when the index temper- 
ature for regeneration control for performing the re- 
generation treatment efficiently is not less than a 
specified judgment temperature, and the regener- 
ating mode operation is not performed when inferior 
to a specified temperature of low efficiency. 

In short, PM can be eliminated efficiently and 
the filter can be regenerated all the way suppress- 
ing the deterioration of fuel consumption and pre- 
venting the drivability from being deteriorated, be- 
cause the filter is regenerated by shifting to a regen- 
erating mode operation without a substantial control 
for heating up the exhaust gas, when the clogging 
is moderate and, at the same time, the filter can be 
regenerated easily by burning PM. 

It should be noted that, in case where a state 
of low index temperature for regeneration control 
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continues and the regeneration in this specified 
phase of clogging is not performed, particulate mat- 
ter (PM) continues to build up, exceeds the follow- 
ing judgment value (threshold) and attains the fol- 
lowing phase of clogging, the filter shall be regen- 5 
erated In a most appropriate regenerating mode op- 
eration., set in this phase. 

3) Or, the aforementioned regeneration control 
method for continuously regenerating diesel partic- 
ulate filter device, in at least one specified phase of io 
clogging among the specified phases of clogging is 
composed to perform a regenerating mode opera- 
tion set in correspondence with the specified phase 
of clogging, only when the engine operation state is 
in a specified engine operation area. 15 

In this composition, the engine operation area 
is used for judgment, in place of index temperature 
for regeneration control, and this engine operation 
area can be set by combination of load and engine 
rpm, and so on, and integrated in the control by 20 
means of map data and so on. Besides, a correction 
brought by the outside air temperature and so on 
may further improve the exactitude. 

It should be noted that, when a regenerating 
mode operation including a post-injection is per- 25 
formed, post-injected fuel cannot complete the 
combustion, and unburned HC is emitted in the ex- 
haust passage. This unburned HC can be made to 
contribute to heating up the exhaust gas by oxidiz- 
ing with the catalyst effect, in case where the cata- 30 
lyst is in its active temperature range, while, in case 
where the catalyst is not in its active temperature 
range, unburned HC is not oxidized and emitted as 
unburned, without contributing to heating up the ex- 
haust gas. As the result, the efficiency is deteriorat- 35 
ed, the deterioration In fuel consumption is pro- 
vokes, and white smoke is generated to deteriorate 
the exhaust gas performance. 

However, as the aforementioned regeneration 
control method for continuously regenerating diesel *o 
particulate filter device is composed to perform a 
regenerating mode operation including this post-in- 
jection only when the index temperature for regen- 
eration control is not less than a specif ied judgment 
value, in a specified phase of clogging, or, only 45 
when the engine operation state is in a specified en- 
gine operation area, the exhaust temperature can 
be raised efficiently and the fuel consumption can 
be prevented from being deteriorated, all the way 
preventing white smoke from being emitted, so 
through oxidation of unburned HC or CO by the cat- 
alyst effect, if these temperature or operation area 
are made to correspond to a case where the oxida- 
tion catalyst is in its active temperature range. 
4) Also, the aforementioned regeneration control ss 
method for continuously regenerating diesel partic- 
ulate filter device, in the regenerating mode opera- 
tion to be performed in at least one specified phase 



of clogging among the specified phase of clogging 
is composed to select and perform one control 
among preset plurality of controls for heating up the 
exhaust, based on the detected index temperature 
for control for heating up. 

This index temperature for control for heating 
up is a temperature used for controlling the heat 
and, any one of or combination of temperatures 
such as catalyst temperature, filter temperature, 
catalyst outlet exhaust temperature, filter inlet ex- 
haust temperature and so on can be used. Besides, 
this index temperature for heating up may be the 
same temperature as the index temperature for re- 
generation control, and moreover, the detection val- 
ue of a temperature sensor arranged in respective 
part may normally be used, similarly to the index 
temperature for regeneration control; however, var- 
ious temperatures estimated or calculated from val- 
ues indicating the engine operation state such as 
engine rpm, load, and so on and previously Input 
map data and so on may also be used. 

According to this composition, not only the 
judgment of clogged-fifter-state but also the judg- 
ment by controlling for raising the index tempera- 
ture are added, allowing to regenerate the filter by 
selecting a most appropriate control for heating up 
the exhaust gas, corresponding to the temperature 
range of the index temperature for heating up and 
this finer control for heating up the exhaust gas per- 
mits to save the fuel consumption and, at the same 
time, perform the regeneration treatment securely, 
while avoiding the deterioration in drivability. 

5) Or, the aforementioned regeneration control 
method for continuously regenerating diesel partic- 
ulate filter device, in at least one specified phase of 
clogging among the specified phases of clogging 
composed to select and perform one control among 
preset plurality of controls for heating up the ex- 
haust gas, based on the detected engine operation 
state, in the regenerating mode operation to be per- 
formed. 

In this composition, the engine operation area 
is used for judgment, in place of the index temper- 
ature for heating up, and this engine operation area 
can be set by combination of load and engine rpm, 
etc, and integrated in the control by means of map 
data and so on. Besides, a correction brought by 
the outside air temperature and so on may further 
improve the exactitude. 

6) And, as for the continuously regenerating diesel 
particulate filter device, a continuously regenerating 
diesel particulate filter device having a catalyst car- 
ried by the filter, a continuously regenerating diesel 
particulate filter device provided with an oxidation 
catalyst on the upstream side of the filter, and a con- 
tinuously regenerating diesel particulate filter de- 
vice having a catalyst carried by the filter and at the 
same time provided with an oxidation catalyst on 
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the upstream side of the filter can be the target. 

[0023] Next, in order to facifitate the understanding of 
the present invention, an example of a case of three 
phases shall be shown, as a concrete one of multi-phas- 
ing of the aforementioned clogging-judgment and re- 
generating mode operation. 

[0024] This regeneration controt method for a contin- 
uously regenerating diesel particulate filter device is a 
regeneration control method for the regeneration of the 
fitter in a continuously regenerating diesel particulate fil- 
ter device comprising a filter, for collecting particulate 
matter in the engine exhaust gas by the filter and at the 
same time oxidizing and removing the collected partic- 
ulate matter, wherein: 

the clogged-state of the filter is judged in three 
phases of clogged-state; 

the regenerating mode operation is not performed, 
when the clogged-state of the filter is in the first 
phase; 

a first regenerating mode operation is performed 
only when the index temperature for regeneration 
control is not less than a first specified Judgment val- 
ue, when the dogged-state of the filter is in the sec- 
ond phase; and 

a second regenerating mode operation involving a 
first control for heating up the exhaust gas without 
post-injection for heating up the temperature of the 
catalyst is performed, when the index temperature 
for regeneration control is not more than a second 
specified judgment value, while a second regener- 
ating mode operation involving a second control for 
heating up the exhaust gas including post-injection 
is performed, supposing that the temperature of the 
catalyst is high, when the index temperature for re- 
generation control is not less than the second spec- 
ified judgment value, in case where the clogged- 
state of the filter is in the third phase. 

[0025] In other words, in this composition, the thresh- 
old for the ciogged-filter-state is divided into two levels, 
high and low, and the higher threshold is set to a level 
requiring a coercive regeneration as the clogging ad- 
vances, while the lower threshold is set to a value lower 45 [0031] 
than this level with a margin for clogging. 
[0026] There, while it is between these high and low 
thresholds, namely the second phase of clogging, there 
is still room for PM collection and discharge pressure 
elevation, and it concerns a state unnecessary to coer- so 
civeiy regenerate despite of generation of deteriorated 
fuel consumption and deteriorated drivability. 
[0027] Consequently, in this second phase of clog- 
ging, it shifts to the regenerating mode operation involv- 
ing relatively low deterioration of fuel consumption or 
drivability and regenerates the filter (DPF), only when 
the condition that the operation state is not less than a 
temperature appropriate for regeneration (active tem- 



perature of oxidation catalyst) is met and it is unneces- 
sary to coerciveJy perform control for heating up the ex- 
haust gas involving deteriorated fuel consumption and 
deteriorated drivability due to the temperature rising of 
s the oxidation catalyst. Moreover, when the condition is 
not met, the normal operation is sustained without en- 
tering the regenerating mode operation. 
[0028] The setting of the regenerating mode opera- 
tion in this relatively low clogged-state (second state) 
*o prevents the fuel consumption from being deteriorated, 
by reducing the regeneration load in the engine opera- 
tion and, at the same time, reducing the frequency of 
coercive regeneration involving a substantial rise in a 
temperature. 

« [0029] Then, in case where the third clogged-state re- 
quiring a coercive filter regeneration is attained, it is so 
composed to check the index temperature for regener- 
ation control and to perform the second regenerating 
mode operation involving the first control for heating up 
20 the exhaust, when it is lower than a second specified 
judgment value temperature, and to perform the second 
regenerating mode operation involving the second con- 
trol for heating up the exhaust, when it is not less than 
the second judgment value temperature. Therefore, it 
25 becomes possible to perform a regenerating mode op- 
eration appropriate for respective temperature. 
[0030] In this second regenerating mode operation in- 
volving the second control for heating up the exhaust 
gas, the filter is regenerated by the second regenerating 
30 mode operation involving the second control for heating 
up the exhaust gas with reduced deterioration in fuel 
consumption and drivability than the second regenerat- 
ing mode operation involving the first control for heating 
up the exhaust gas, because it is unnecessary to sub- 
35 stantially heat up the exhaust gas, as in the second re- 
generating mode operation involving a higher index 
temperature for regeneration control and the first control 
for heating up the exhaust gas. Consequently, the dete- 
rioration in fuel consumption and the deterioration in 
40 drivability, involved in the regenerating mode operation, 
are avoided. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
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Fig, 1 is a composition diagram of a continuously re- 
generating diesel particulate filter device of an em- 
bodiment according to the present invention; 
Fig.2 is a flow chart showing a regeneration control 
method for the continuously regenerating diesel 
particulate filter device of a first embodiment ac- 
cording to the present invention; 
Fig.3 is a diagram showing a detailed flow of a re- 
generating A mode operation of Fig.2; 
Fig.4 is a diagram showing a detailed flow of a re- 
generating B mode operation of Fig.2; 
Fig.5 is a diagram showing a detailed flow of the 
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discharge pressure check of Fig.2; 
Fig.6 is a flow chart showing a regeneration control 
method for the continuously regenerating dies e J 
particulate filter device of a second embodiment ac- 
cording to the present invention; s 
Fig. 7 is a schematic illustrative drawing showing an 
example of control in the second phase of clogging 
in the control of the second embodiment, in which 
(a) shows the engine operation area, and (b) is an 
example of time sequence of catalyst temperature; 10 
Fig.8 is a schematic illustrative drawing showing an 
example of control in the third phase of clogging In 
the control of the second embodiment, in which (a) 
shows the engine operation area, and (b) Is an ex- 
ample of time sequence of catalyst temperature; is 
Fig.9 is a schematic illustrative drawing showing an 
example of control in the fourth phase of clogging 
in the control of the second embodiment, in which 
(a) shows the engine operation area, and (b) is an 
example of time sequence of catalyst temperature; 20 
Fig.1 0 shows an example of composition of a con- 
tinuously regenerating type DPF device combining 
oxidation catalyst and filter; and 
Rg.1 1 shows an example of composition of a con- 
tinuously regenerating type DPF device of a filter 25 
carrying a catalyst. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

30 

[0032] Now, the regeneration control method for a 
continuousry regenerating diesel particulate filter device 
(continuously regenerating type DPF device, hereinaf- 
ter) of an embodiment according to the present inven- 
tion shall be described referring to drawings. 35 

[Composition of Device] 



injection unit 5 is controfled by a control signal output 
from this control unit 50. 

[0036] Besides, the oxidation catalyst 3 is formed by 
carrying platinum (Pt) or other oxidation catalyst on a 
support of honeycomb structure and so on of porous ce- 
ramic, while the filter with catalysis 4 Is formed of a mon- 
olith honeycomb form wall flow type filter by alternately 
sealing the Inlet and the outlet of channels of a porous 
ceramic honeycomb, a non-woven fabric like filter by 
laminating aluminum or other inorganic fiber at random, 
and so on. Platinum, cerium oxide or other catalyst is 
supported by this filter portion. 

[0037] There, particulate matter (PM f hereinafter) in 
the exhaust gas G is trapped by a porous ceramic wail, 
in case of adopting a monolith honeycomb form wail flow 
type filter as filter of the filter with catalysis 4, while PM 
is trapped by inorganic fibers of the filter, In case of 
adopting the fiber form filter type. 

[Regeneration control method of the First Embodiment] 

[0038] Next, the regeneration control method of the 
first embodiment in the continuously regenerating type 
DPF device 1 of the foregoing composition shall be de- 
scribed. 

[0039] This regeneration control method is performed 
following flows as illustrated In Fig.2 to Fig.5. 
[0040] For the convenience of description, these illus- 
trated flows are shown as a regeneration control flow to 
be called and executed reiteratively In parallel with the 
control flow of the engine E. In short, this flow is com- 
posed to be called and executed reiteratively every fixed 
period of time, in parallel during the operation control of 
the engine E, and not to be called any more, when the 
control of the engine E terminates, so as to substantially 
terminate the regeneration control of the filter with ca- 
talysis 4, too. 



[0033] Fig.1 shows the composition of a continuously 
regenerating type DPF device 1 for executing the regen- 
eration control method according to the present inven- 
tion. This continuously regenerating type DPF device 1 
is a device installed in an exhaust passage 2 of an en- 
gine E, wherein an oxidation catalyst 3 and a filter with 
catalysis 4 are disposed from the upstream side. 
[0034] There, a first exhaust pressure sensor 51 is in- 
stalled on the exhaust inlet side of the oxidation catalyst 
3, and, a first temperature sensor 53 between the oxi- 
dation catalyst 3 and the filter with catalysis 4, a second 
exhaust pressure sensor 52 and a second temperature 
sensor 54 on the exhaust outlet side of the filter with 
catalysis 4, for regeneration control of the filter with ca- 
talysis 4. 

[0035] The output values of these sensors are input 
in an engine control unit (ECU: Engine Control Unit) 50 
performing a general control of the engine operation 
and, at the same time, executing also the regeneration 
control of the filter with catalysis 4, and an engine fuel 



40 



[Outline of Regeneration control method] 



[0041 ] In the regeneration control flow of the first em- 
bodiment of the present invention, as shown in the re- 
generation control flow of Fig.2, the clogged-state is di- 
vided into three phase of clogging, to check the start of 

45 regenerating mode operation, by two clogging-judg- 
ments of degree of clogging of the filter. 
[0042] There, in case where this degree of clogging 
of the filter is in a second phase of clogging exceeding 
a lower first clogging-judgment but not exceeding a sec- 

50 ond clogging-judgment and, furthermore, the catalyst 
temperature (index temperature for regeneration con- 
trol) Td is in a temperature range exceeding a specified 
catalyst judgment temperature Td1, it is regenerated by 
the regenerating A mode operation (first regenerating 

55 mode operation) that would hardly provoke deterioration 
in fuel consumption nor deterioration in drivability. 
[0043] On the other hand, in case where the degree 
of clogging of the filter exceeds a higher second clog- 
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glng-judgment and attains a third phase of clogging, it 
is regenerated by the regenerating B mode operation 
{second regenerating mode operation) involving a sub- 
stantial control for heating up the exhaust gas, namely, 
control for heating up the exhaust gas that would raise 
the exhaust gas temperature coercively. 
[0044] It should be noted that, in the description of this 
first embodiment, though the catalyst temperature Td is 
selected and described as representative of index tem- 
perature for regeneration control and control for heating 
up the exhaust gas, it is not limited to this catalyst tem- 
peratu re Td, but it may be exhaust gas temperature and 
so on. 

[Judgment of Start of Regenerating Mode Operation] 

[0045J First, when this regeneration control mode 
starts, in a step S21 , it is judged if it is in the regenerating 
mode operation or not, and if it is in the regenerating 
mode operation, the current regenerating mode opera- 
tion is sustained. 

[0046] In case where it is judged not to be the regen- 
erating mode operation, in the judgment of the step S21 , 
it is Judged if it is the time to start of the regenerating 
mode operation from a step S22 to a step S24. 
[0047] For these judgments, a first check of degree of 
filter ciogging is performed first in the step S22. This 
check judges if the predicted cumulative value PMs of 
PM Is not less than a first specified PM judgment value 
PMmaxI , or, if the exhaust pressure Pe is not less than 
a first specified exhaust pressure judgment value 
Pemaxl. 

[0046] This predicted cumulative value PMs of PM is 
an estimated value of the quantity of deposition of PM 
calculated by calculating quantity of PM discharged and 
quantity of PM purified in an operation state from previ- 
ously input map data and so on. from torque Q and en- 
gine rpm Ne showing the operation state of an engine 
E, and, DPF inlet temperature T1 and so on measured 
by the first temperature sensor 53, calculating the quan- 
tity of PM deposited in the filter every that time, and per- 
forming the cumulative computation of the same. 
[0049] In this step S22, when the predicted cumula- 
tive value PMs of PM is in a first phase of clogging not 
exceeding the first judged PM value PMmaxI, it is 
judged that the degree of ciogging is small and it is not 
the time to start of the regenerating mode operation and 
it returns, and when the predicted cumulative value PMs 
of PM is not less than a second phase of clogging ex- 
ceeding the first specified PM judgment value PMmaxI, 
in the step 23, a second check of degree of filter clogging 
is performed. 

[0050] This second check judges if the predicted cu- 
mulative value PMs of PM is not less than a second 
specified PM judgment value PMmax2, or, if the exhaust 
pressure Pe Is not less than a second specified exhaust 
pressure judgment value Pemax2, supposing that sec- 
ond judged PM value PMmax2>first judged PM value 



PMmaxI and second exhaust pressure judgment value 
Pemax2>first exhaust pressure judgment value 
Pemaxl . In short, the first clogging-judgment judges 
with a lower quantity of clogging, while the second clog- 

5 ging-judgment judges with a higher quantity of clogging. 
[0051] In the second check of this step S23, in case 
where it is judged that the filter clogging does not attain 
the third phase of clogging, further, It is judged if the cat- 
alyst temperature (index temperature for regeneration 

10 control) Td exceeds a specified catalyst judgment tem- 
perature Td1 or not, by checking the catalyst tempera- 
ture Td in the step 24, and if it exceeds, the flow goes 
to a step 30, to perform the regenerating A mode oper- 
ation (first regenerating mode operation). 

15 [0052] Then, in this step S23, if the degree of clogging 
is judged to be more than the second judged PM value 
PMmax2 and in a third phase of clogging, it goes to a 
step S40, to execute the regenerating B mode operation 
(second regenerating mode operation). 
20 [0053] Then, upon termination of regenerating A 
mode operation or regenerating B mode operation, the 
exhaust pressure Pe is checked in a step S50, and 
thereafter, the fuel Injection is reset to the original injec- 
tion mode, and, regenerating mode termination opera- 
25 tions such as resetting the predicted cumulative value 
of PM (PMs=0) and so on are performed, before return- 
ing. 



30 



[Regenerating A Mode Operation] 



[0054] First, the regenerating A mode operation shall 
be described. 

[00551 In this regenerating A mode operation, having 
passed the check of the step S24 and the catalyst tem- 
35 perature(indextemperatureforregeneration control) Td 
being already more than the specified catalyst judgment 
temperature Td1 , EGR is cut in a step S31 , as shown 
in Fig.3, without preliminary heating by the retard (delay) 
of fuel injection, the control for heating up the exhaust 
A1 of a step S32 shall be performed referring to the cat- 
alyst temperature (index temperature for regeneration 
control) Td. 

[0056] In this control for heating up the exhaust A1 of 
the step S32, the post injection of the first stage of the 
45 heating up process is performed (post-injection) in a 
step S32a and a step S32b, after a post-injection of a 
specified quantity of fuel, and further the exhaust gas 
is heated so that the catalyst temperature Td becomes 
a second specified catalyst temperature Td2. The tem- 
50 perature of the filter with catalysis 4 is raised by this 
post-injection to start burning PM. 
[0057] Then, it waits that the catalyst temperature (in- 
dex temperature for regeneration control) Td exceeds 
the secon d catalyst temperature Td2 and this exceeded 
55 time t elapses a second specified time value t2 or more 
before going the next step S32c and step S32d. 
[0058] In the step S32c and step S32d of the second 
stage for the heating up process, the quantity of injection 
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of the post-injection is increased to raise the exhaust 
gas temperature more, to a temperature appropriate for 
PM combustion, in short, it is so controlled that the cat- 
alyst temperature Td becomes a third specified catalyst 
temperature Td3 higher that the second catalyst tern- s 
perature Td2, and it waits that the catalyst temperature 
Td exceeds the third specified catalyst temperature Td3, 
and this exceeded time t elapses a third specified time 
value t3 or more. There, PM is burned at an optimal tem- 
perature by controlling the quantity of injection of this w 
post-injection. 

[0059] Up termination of this regenerating A mode op- 
eration, it goes to check the exhaust pressure Pe of a 
next step S50. 

15 

[Regenerating B Mode Operation] 

[0060] In this regenerating B mode operation, the 
EGR is cut in a step S41, as shown in Fig.4 before 
checking the catalyst temperature (index temperature 20 
for regeneration control) Td in a step S42, if the catalyst 
temperature Td is lower than the first specified catalyst 
temperature Td1 , a control for heating up the exhaust 
gas B1 is performed in a step S43, while if the catalyst 
temperature Td is higher than the first specified catalyst 2s 
temperature Tdl and this higher time t exceed the first 
time value t1, a control for heating up the exhaust gas 
B2 is performed in a step S44. 

[0061] In the control for heating up the exhaust gas 
B1 of the step S43 in this first temperature range, the 30 
timing of the main injection (main) of fuel injection is de- 
layed (retard), and moreover the admission throttling is 
performed, and the exhaust gas temperature is raised 
by these operations. The oxidation catalyst 3 is heated 
and activated the elevation of this exhaust gas temper- 35 
ature, and the generation of white smoke during the 
post-injection is avoided by a next control for heating up 
the exhaust gas B2. 

[0062] The exhaust gas temperature is raised until the 
catalyst temperature Td exceeds the first specified cat- 40 
alyst temperature Tdl (for example 200 °C to 250 °C) 
by the retard operation of this main injection, and it waits 
that the catalyst temperature Td exceeds the first spec- 
ified catalyst temperature Td1 and this exceeding time 
t elapses a first specified time value tl or more, before 45 
going to a next step S44. 

[0063] In the control for heating up the exhaust gas 
B2 of the step S44 of two-staged heat-up of the next 
second temperature range, a post-injection is per- 
formed in a step S44a and a step S44b (post-injection), so 
specified quantity of fuel is post- injected to raise the ex- 
haust gas temperature more so that the catalyst tem- 
perature Td becomes a second specified catalyst tem- 
perature Td2. The temperature of the oxidation catalyst 
3 and filter with catalysis 4 is raised by this post-injection 55 
to start burning PM. 

[0064] Then , it waits that the exhaust pressure Pe (or 
differential pressure APe) becomes not more than a first 



specified exhaust pressure value Pel (or second differ- 
entia! pressure value APe1 ), or, the catalyst temperature 
Td exceeds the second specified catalyst temperature 
Td2 and this exceeded time t elapses a specified second 
time value t2 or more before going the next step S34. 
[0065] Then, the start of PM combustion is confirmed 
by the fact that the exhaust pressure Pe (or differential 
pressure APe) becomes not more than the second spec- 
ified discharge pressure value Pe2 (or second differen- 
tial pressure value A Pe2). 

[0066] This exhaust pressure Pe Is an exhaust pres- 
sure measured by a first exhaust pressure sensor 51 on 
the exhaust inlet side of the oxidation catalyst 3, and this 
differential pressure APe is a difference APe = Pe - Peb 
of the exhaust pressure measured by the first exhaust 
pressure sensor 51 and an exhaust pressure measured 
by a second exhaust pressure sensor 52 on the exhaust 
outlet side of the filter with catalysis 4. 
[0067] Then, in the next step S44c and step S44d, the 
quantity of injection of the post-injection is increased, 
and the intake throttling is performed gradually if the in- 
take throttling is performed to raise the exhaust gas tem- 
perature to a temperature appropriate for PM combus- 
tion. In short, it Is so controlled that the catalyst temper- 
ature Td becomes a third specified catalyst temperature 
Td3 higher than the second catalyst temperature Td2 
and it waits that the exhaust pressure Pe (or differential 
pressure APe) becomes not more than the third speci- 
fied exhaust pressure value Pe3 (or third differential 
pressure value APe3), or the catalyst temperature Td 
exceeds the third specified catalyst temperature Td3 
and this exceeded time t elapses a third specified time 
value t3 or more: There, PM is burned at an optimal tem- 
perature, by controlling the quantity of injection of this 
post-injection. 

[0068] Up termination of this regenerating B mode op- 
eration, it goes to check the exhaust pressure Pe of a 
next step S50. 

[0069] It should be noted that, though not illustrated, 
in the step S43, when a fourth specified time value t4 
has elapsed without the catalyst temperature Td ex- 
ceeding the first specified catalyst temperature Td1 , the 
regenerating mode operation Is suspended to perform 
again the controJ for heating up the exhaust gas B1 is 
performed after when a fifth specified time value t5 has 
elapsed, and if this suspension is repeated by N times, 
specified number of times, the control for heating up the 
exhaust gas B1 is terminated to iight up an alarm tight 
affirming an abnormal state. 

[0070] Besides, if the ignition (IGN) is turned OFF, the 
number of times of suspension Is memorized, and when 
the ignition is turned ON, it enters the regenerating 
mode operation. 

[Checking of the Discharge Pressure and Terminating 
the Regenerating Mode Operation] 

[0071] Then, in the step S50, the exhaust pressure 



9 



17 



EP 1 400 663 A1 



18 



Pe is checked in the step S51 according to a flow as 
shown in Fig.5. If it becomes more than a third specified 
exhaust pressure value Pemax3 (<flrst exhaust pres- 
sure value Pemaxl ), it is judged if the number of times 
thereof is the Nth (specified number of times) time, and 
if it is not the Nth time, the value and the number of times 
of the exhaust pressure Pe is recorded in a step S53. 
Moreover, if it Is the Nth time, an alarm light is turned on 
in a step S54, and the'value of the exhaust pressure Pe 
is recorded in a step S55. 

[0072] The lighting up of this alarm lamp Informs the 
operator of the life end of the filter 
[0073] Then, in a step S24 shown in Fig.2, the regen- 
erating mode operation is terminated to remake the fuel 
injection normal, and at the same time, the PM calculat- 
ed cumulative value PMs is reset to zero. 

[Effects of the Control] 

[0074] According to the aforementioned regenerating 
mode operation, In a continuously regenerating type 
DPF system, when the regenerating mode operation is 
performed by changing the engine operation state co- 
ercively, the threshold used for judgment of the filter PM 
calculated cumulative value PMs is divided into high and 
low values, first judged PM value PMmaxI and second 
judged PM value PMmax2. And when the second phase 
of clogging exceeding the first judged PM value 
PMmaxI , which is the lower threshold, and, when the 
catalyst temperature (index temperature for regenera- 
tion control) Td is not less than the first specified catalyst 
tempe ratu re Td 1 , th e filter can be re ge nerated by raising 
the catalyst temperature Td by the regenerating A mode 
operation involving the control for heating up the ex- 
haust gas A1 only by the post-injection causing relative- 
ly small deterioration in fuel consumption or deteriora- 
tion in drivability. 

[0075] Besides, even in case of third phase of clog- 
ging exceeding the second judged PM value PMmax2, 
which is the higher threshold, when the catalyst temper- 
ature (index temperature for regeneration control) Td Is 
not less than the first specified catalyst temperature 
Td1 , the filter can be regenerated by raising the exhaust 
gas temperature and catalyst temperature only by the 
regenerating B mode operation Involving the control for 
heating up the exhaust gas B2 causing relatively small 
deterioration in fuel consumption or deterioration in driv- 
ability. 

[0076] Consequently, the frequency of the regenerat- 
ing B mode operation involving the control for heating 
up the exhaust gas B1 including the retard operation of 
the main injection or intake throttling, and causing dete- 
rioration in fuel consumption or deterioration in drivabil- 
ity can be reduced considerably, allowing to lower the 
regeneration load in the engine operation and prevent 
the fuel consumption or drivability from being deteriorat- 
ed during the regeneration. 



[Control Concerning Quantity) 

[0077] Control concerning quantities concerning the 
exhaust pressure Pe in these flows are in a relation of 
s first exhaust pressure judgment value Pe1>second ex- 
haust pressure judgment value Pe2 (or, first differential 
pressure value APe1< second differential pressure val- 
ue APe2), while the control concerning quantities con- 
cerning the catalyst temperature Td are in a relation of 
10 the first catalyst temperature Td1 <second catalyst tem- 
perature Td2< third catalyst temperature Td3. Jt should 
be noted that the first time value t1 to the fifth time value 
t5 concerning the time are not specially mentioned 
about the magnitude relation, as time values concerning 
15 respective control are selected. 

[0078] It should be noted that a regenerating mode 
operation wherein the injection quantity of the post-in- 
jection is Increased more, so that the cataryst tempera- 
ture Td becomes the fourth catalyst temperature Td4 
20 (>third catalyst temperature Td3: for example 600 °C), 
or, it is so control that the catalyst temperature Td be- 
comes thefourth catalyst temperature Td4, and to make 
a fourth specified time value t4 elapse In this state, in 
order to intend to completely remove PM trapped in the 
25 filter In the regenerating A mode operation or regener- 
ating B mode operation may be added. 

[Regeneration control method of the Second 
Embodiment] 

30 

[0079] Now, the regeneration control method of the 
second embodiment shall be described. 
[0080] Though, in the control flow of Fig.2 to Fig.5 f the 
judgment of the clogged-filter-state is performed by two 
35 checks and the phase of clogging is divided into three 
phases, similarly, it can be made easily In four or more 
phases. This control flow in four phases is shown in Fig 
6. 

[0081] In the control flow of this Fig.6, the judgment 
40 of filter clogging state is judged by the three checks, in 
the first phase of clogging, the regeneration is deter- 
mined unnecessarily, in the second phase of clogging, 
the regenerating A mode operation is performed only 
when the catalyst temperature Td is not less than the 
45 catalyst active temperature Td1 f while in the third phase 
of clogging, the regenerating B mode operation involv- 
ing the control for heating up the exhaust gas is per- 
formed only when the engine operation state (Q, Ne) is 
in a specified regenerating operation area Zb2. Moreo- 
so ver, in the fourth phase of clogging, the regenerating C 
mode operation is performed in the whole engine area 
Zc1 , Zc2, Zc3. 

[0082] More particularly, it is controlled as follows. 
[0083] In the first phase of clogging of the phase of 
55 clogging divided into four phases, the regenerating 
mode operation shall not be performed, determining that 
the deposit quantity of particulate matter (PM) is almost 
null. 
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[0084] Then, in the second phase of clogging, as 
shown in Fig. 7 (a), it is decided not to perform the pre- 
liminary heating operation in the whole area 2a of the 
engine operation state and, as shown in Fig. 7 (b), when 
the catalyst temperature Td exceeds the catalyst active s 
temperature Td1 , and regenerating operation including 
only post-injection shall be performed in Xa. 
[0085] Also, in the third phase of clogging, as shown 
in Fig.8 (a), the preliminary heating operation Is not per- 
formed in an area Zb1 of the engine operation state 10 
where the torque is middle to high and the exhaust gas 
temperature is relatively high, while, in an area Zb2 
where the torque is low and the exhaust gas tempera- 
ture is relatively low, for Instance, a control for heating 
up the exhaust gas such as intake throttling is per- « 
formed, and as shown in Fig.8 (b), the cataJyst temper- 
ature Td during the low torque operation is raised, to 
increase cases Xb where the catalyst temperature Td 
exceeds the catalyst active temperature Tdl, and the 
filter can be regenerated by a regenerating operation in- so 
eluding only post-injection without requiring a prelimi- 
nary heating operation, in order to regenerate the filter. 
[0086] Then, in the fourth phase of clogging which is 
the last phase, as shown in Flg.9 (a), the preliminary 
heating operation is not performed in an area Zc1 of the 25 
engine operation state where the torque is high and the 
exhaust gas temperature is relatively high, while in are- 
as Zc2, Zc3 where the torque is middle to low and the 
exhaust gas temperature is relatively low, for instance, 
a control for heating up the exhaust gas such as intake 30 
throttling, intake throttling + retard and so on, is per- 
formed. And as shown in Flg.9 (b), the catalyst temper- 
ature during the operation is raised, to obtain a case Xc 
where the catalyst temperature Td exceeds the catalyst 
active temperature Td1 , across the whole engine oper- 35 
ation area, so that the filter can be regenerated over the 
whole engine operation area including idling. 
[0087] It should be noted that the division of operation 
areas In Fig.7 to Fig.9 is schematic and it may vary de- 
pending on the kind of engine, system of exhaust gas, 40 
atmospheric temperature, and so on. Also, though the 
means of control for heating up the exhaust gas for per- 
forming the preliminary heating operation was de- 
scribed taking intake throttling and intake throttling + re- 
tard as an example, it is not limited to them, but, in ad- *s 
dition to the intake throttling, it can be composed of 
means, such as retard of the main injection timing of the 
fuel Injection, post-injection (pot- injection), exhaust 
throttling, EGR, increase of load by driving an auxiliary, 
heating of exhaust gas by a heating means and so on, so 
or combination of several of these means. 
[0088] Besides, in the aforementioned composition, 
though it is composed to perform a regenerating mode 
operation set in correspondence to the specified phase 
of clogging, only when the index temperature for regen- 55 
eration control is not less than a specif led judgment tem- 
perature, this index temperature for regeneration control 
and the engine operation state have a close relation, 



and the engine operation state can be used in place of 
index temperature for regeneration control, therefore, it 
is possible to compose to perform the regenerating 
mode operation set in correspondence to the specified 
phase of clogging, only when the engine operation state 
is in a specified engine operation area. 
[0089] There, this engine operation area can be set 
by combining load and engine rpm, and so on, and in- 
tegrated into the control by map data, and so on. In ad- 
dition, it can be corrected by the atmospheric tempera- 
ture and so on in order to increase the precision more. 
[0090] It should be noted that, as for continuously re- 
generating diesel particulate filter device, though it has 
been described with a continuously regenerating diesel 
particulate filter device having a catalyst carried by the 
filter and at the same time provided with an oxidation 
catalyst on the upstream side of the filter, other than this, 
one can also have as object a continuously regenerating 
diesel particulate filter device having a catalyst carried 
by the filter, or a continuously regenerating diesel par- 
ticulate filter device provided with an oxidation catalyst 
on the upstream side of the fitter. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0091] The present invention has an object to provide 
a regeneration control method for continuously regen- 
erating diesel particulate filter device allowing to regen- 
erate the fitter by removing PM efficiently, all the way 
limiting the deterioration in fuel consumption and at the 
same time preventing the drivability from deteriorating, 
by selecting an appropriate control for heating up the 
exhaust gas among control for heating up the exhaust 
gas prepared in a plurality of kinds, and shifting to a re- 
generating mode operation involving this control for 
heating up the exhaust gas, in a period appropriate for 
the regeneration treatment, even if the phase of clog- 
ging is on the middle order, through the observation of 
the state where PM is collected and engine exhaust gas 
temperature or catalyst temperature simultaneously, in 
a continuously regenerating diesel particulate filter de- 
vice. . 

[0092] Consequently, the present invention can be 
used for a continuously regenerating diesel particulate 
filter device having a catalyst carried by the filter, a con- 
tinuously regenerating diesel particulate filter device 
provided with an oxidation catalyst on the upstream side 
of the filter, and a continuously regenerating diesel par- 
ticulate filter device having a catalyst carried by the filter 
and at the same time provided with an oxidation catalyst 
on the upstream side of the filter and thereby, can purify 
effectively the exhaust gas fro a vehicle and so on hav- 
ing these continuously regenerating diesel particulate 
filter devices on board, and prevent the air pollution. 
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Claims 



A regeneration control method for the regeneration 
of filter in a continuously regenerating diesel partic- 
ulate filter device comprising a filter, for collecting 
particulate mater in an engine exhaust gas by the 
filter and at the same time oxidizing and removing 
collected particulate matter, wherein: 

the clogged-state of said filter is judged by clas- 
sifying in three or more phases of clogged-state 
and, a specific regenerating mode operation 
set in correspondence with the reached phase 
is performed when the clogged-state of said fil- 
ter reaches a specified phase. 

The regeneration control method for continuously 
regenerating diesel particulate filter device of claim 
1 , in at least one specified phase of clogging among 
said specified phases of clogging composed to per- 
form a regenerating mode operation set in corre- 
spondence with said specified phase of clogging, 
only when an index temperature for regeneration 
control is not less than a specified judgment value. 

The regeneration control method for continuously 
regenerating diesel particulate filter device of claim 
1 f in at least one specified phase of clogging among 
said specified phases of clogging composed to per- 
form a regenerating mode operation set in corre- 
spondence with said specified phase of clogging, 
only when the engine operation state is in a speci- 
fied engine operation area. 



2. 



3. 
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having a catalyst carried by said filter. 

7. The regeneration control method for continuously 
regenerating diesel particulate filter device of any 
of claims 1 to 5, wherein said continuously regen- 
erating diesel particulate filter device is a continu- 
ously regenerating diesel particulate filter device 
provided with an oxidation catalyst on the upstream 
side of said filter. 

8. The regeneration control method for continuously 
regenerating diesel particulate filter device of any 
of claims 1 to 5, wherein said continuously regen- 
erating diesel particulate filter device Is a continu- 
ously regenerating diesel particulate filter device 
having a catalyst carried by said filter and at the 
same time provided with an oxidation catalyst on 
the upstream side of said filter. 
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4. The regeneration control method for continuously 35 
regenerating diesei particulate filter device of claim 
1 , in said regenerating mode operation to be per- 
formed in at least one specified phase of clogging 
among said specified phases of clogging composed 
to select and perform one control among preset plu- to 
rality of controls for heating up the exhaust gas, 
based on the detected index temperature for control 
for heating up. 



5. The regeneration control method for continuously 45 
regenerating diesel particulate filter device of claim 
1 , in at least one phase of clogging among said 
phases of clogging composed to select and perf orm 
one control among preset plurality of controls for 
heating up the exhaust gas, based on the detected so 
engine operation state, in said regenerating mode 
operation to be performed. 



6. The regeneration control method for continuously 
regenerating diesel particulate filter device of any 55 
of claims 1 to 5, wherein said continuously regen- 
erating diesel particulate filter device is a continu- 
ously regenerating diesel particulate filter device 
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Fig. 1 
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